IT.]         DIRECT INTERFERENCE OF THE STATE.          45
and can put the law in operation with immensely greater
ease and efficiency than can a private person.   "We might
think, for instance, that everybody would take care to
get full weight when they buy a sack of coals, a pound
of sugar, or an ounce of tobacco.    The law provides the
fullest remedies and penalties for giving short weight;
and in the special cases of coals and bread it obliges the
deliverer to carry scales and weights to the purchaser's
house, in order that he may weigh them on the spot if
so minded.    But experience proves that private persons
seldom test the weights of commodities they buy, and
probably never prosecute those who use false scales and
weights.    The reasons are sufficiently obvious.   The loss
of time involved in a prosecution is almost sufficient
reason, without taking into account the cost, the obloquy,
and the chance of making some mistake which will turn
the tables against the prosecutor.    But a single official
inspector of weights and measures can do for a whole
town what they cannot do for themselves.    Without
personal offence, and as a mere matter of routine, he
tests all scales and weights; he knows precisely when
and how to prosecute, and can conduct a number of
prosecutions at the same time.    Everything is in his
favour.
It seems to be certain, again, that a skilled inspector can detect dangerous high-pressure boilers incomparably better than persons not specially expert in the matter. The advantage of some system of Government inspection cannot be seriously denied, and the only question which remains is, whether the inspection should be directly governed from Whitehall, or should be indirectly carried on through local bodies of experts.